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Name: __________________________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________ Class: __________ 

 

A.1. Comparing Countries’ Constitutions  

Countries adopt constitutions for their own cultural and historical reasons, and these constitutions reflect different countries’ unique cultures and traditions.  For this 

exercise, carefully read the preambles to the constitutions of five countries, including the United States.  Complete the chart. 

  
What are the 

principles of this 
society? 

 
What are the 

purposes of this 
government? 

 
What are the limits of 

this government? 

 
What are the rights 

of this country’s 
people? 

 
What historical events 

(based on personal 
knowledge or inference) 
led to the creation of this 

constitution? 

INDIA 
WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute 
India into a SOVEREIGN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to 
all its citizens:  
JUSTICE, social, economic and political;  
LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;  
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;  
and to promote among them all  
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the 
Nation;  
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of 
November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO 
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 

     

IRELAND 
In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority and to 
Whom, as our final end, all actions both of men and States must be 
referred, 
We, the people of Éire, 
Humbly acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Who sustained our fathers through centuries of trial, 
Gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to regain 
the rightful independence of our Nation, 
And seeking to promote the common good, with due observance of 
Prudence, Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the 
individual may be assured, true social order attained, the unity of our 
country restored, and concord established with other nations, 
Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution. 

     



 What are the principles of 
this society? 

What are the purposes of 
this government? 

What are the limits of this 
government? 

What are the rights of this 
country’s people? 

What historical events led to 
the creation of this 

constitution? 

RUSSIA:  We, the multinational people of the Russian Federation, 

united by a common fate on our land, establishing human rights and 
freedoms, civic peace and accord, preserving the historically 
established state unity, proceeding from the universally recognized 
principles of equality and self-determination of peoples, revering the 
memory of ancestors who have conveyed to us the love for the 
Fatherland, belief in the good and justice, reviving the sovereign 
statehood of Russia and asserting the firmness of its democratic 
basic, striving to ensure the well-being and prosperity of Russia, 
proceeding from the responsibility for our Fatherland before the 
present and future generations, recognizing ourselves as part of the 
world community, adopt the CONSTITUTION OF THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION. 

     

SURINAME:  WE, THE PEOPLE OF SURINAME, 
inspired by the love for this Country and the belief in the power of the 
Almighty and guided by the centuries-long struggle of our people 
against colonialism, which was terminated by the establishment of the 
Republic of Suriname on 25 November 1975, 
taking into consideration the consequent struggle against neo-
colonialist colonization and the process of renovation of social 
relations, which was commenced on 25 February 1980, 
conscious of our duty to combat and to prevent every form of foreign 
domination, 
resolved to defend and protect the national sovereignty, independence 
and integrity, 
assured of the will to determine our economic, social and cultural 
development in full freedom convinced of our duty to honor and to 
guarantee the principles of freedom, equality and democracy as well 
as the fundamental rights and freedoms of man,  
inspired by a civic spirit and by the participation in the construction, 
expansion and maintenance of a society that is socially just, 
determined to collaborate with one another and with all peoples of the 
world on the basis of freedom, equality, peaceful coexistence and 
international solidarity, 
SOLEMNLY DECLARE, TO ACCEPT, AS A RESULT OF THE 
PLEBISCITE TO BE HELD, THE FOLLOWING CONSTITUTION. 

     

UNITED STATES:  We the People of the United States, in Order 

to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

     


