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¾De jure segregation ðlegal segregation 
through written laws

¾Jim Crow laws ðdesigned to separate 
blacks and whites

¾Plessy v. Ferguson , 1896 ðòseparate but 
equaló

¾Segregation of beaches, cemeteries, 
hospitals, restaurants, schools, 
transportation, and more

¾Disenfranchised ðfew could vote ð
grandfather clauses, literacy tests, poll taxes



¾De facto segregation ðunwritten 

segregation through customs, housing 

patterns, and traditions

¾Segregation and discrimination in 

housing, jobs, and more



¾Segregated from whites, either legally or 
through custom, throughout the United States

¾Employment ðgenerally filled the lowest 
paid, least desirable positions ðòlast hired, 
first firedó

¾Standard of living ðhigher rates of illiteracy 
and poverty, and shorter life expectancy, than 
whites

¾Housing ðfewer black than white 
homeowners

¾World War II ðfollowing the defeat of Hitler 
and his racist ideology, African Americans 
expected changes within the United States


