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Fall of the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty

ÅEmpress Dowager Cixi (1835-
1908)

ïDe facto Chinese monarch (1861-
1908)

ïñMake me unhappy for a day and I 
will make you unhappy for a 
lifetime.ò

ïConservative and anti-foreign

ïBlamed by many Chinese for foreign 
imperialist power in China



Fall of the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty

ÅEmperor Puyi ïthe ñLast Emperorò

ïLived 1906-1967

ïRuled China 1908-1912, and as a 
puppet for 12 days in 1917

ïPuppet emperor of Manchukuo 
(Japanese-ruled Manchuria), 1932-
1945

ïSpent ten years in a Soviet prison 
after WWII

ïLived a quiet life as a regular citizen 
in communist China

ïDied of disease during the Cultural 
Revolution (1967)



Republican Revolution (1912)

ÅSun Yat-sen (Sun Yixian)

ïFounded Kuomintang 

(KMT) ïNationalist party

ÅOverthrew Manchu (Qing) 

dynasty

ÅEstablished a republic

ÅPresident of Chinese 

Republic who succeeded him 

ïYuan Shih-kôai

Kuomintang symbol



Republic of China: Weaknesses

ÅDisunity

ïLocal warlords fought Kuomintang for control

ïWars raged between 1912 and 1928

ÅForeign imperialists

ïAmericans, Europeans, and Japanese

ÅPoor transportation

ï1914 ïonly 6,000 miles of railroad track
Å225,000 miles in the smaller United States

ïFew decent roads



Foreign Imperialists

ÅTwenty-One Demands (1915)
ïJapan attempted to make China a Japanese 

protectorate

ïAction condemned and stopped by other leading 
world powers

ÅWorld War I and the Treaty of Versailles
ïChina attempted to abolish concessions and 

extraterritoriality
ÅAttempt failed

ïChina did not sign the Treaty of Versailles

ïJapan gained mandate over most of Germanyôs 
Asian possessions and rights



Three Principles of the People

ÅBook published by Sun Yat-sen before his 

death in 1925

1. Principle of Mínquán

Å Democracy ïthe people are sovereign

2. Principle of Mínzú

Å Nationalism ïan end to foreign imperialism

3. Principle of M²nshǛng

Å Livelihood ïeconomic development, 

industrialization, land reform, and social welfare ï

elements of progressivism and socialism



Growth of Communism

ÅSun Yat-sen appealed for Russian (Soviet) 

aid following the Versailles Conference

ï1921-1925 ïChina received advisors, arms,  

communist propaganda, and loans

ïRussia revoked its imperialist rights in China

Chinese flag, 1912-1928



The Kuomintang (KMT) is Split

ÅRight wing

ïBusiness people

ïPoliticians

ÅLeft wing

ïCommunists

ïIntellectuals

ïRadicals

ïStudents



Nationalist Revolution

ÅSun Yat-sen succeeded by Chiang Kai-

shek

ÅCommunists expelled by Kuomintang

Å1926-1928 ïwar to control the warlords

ÅCapital moved from Peiping (a.k.a. Peking, 

todayôs Beijing) to Nanking (Nanjing)

Presidential Palace  under Kuomintang Government in Nanjing



Civil War in China

Å1927-1932 and 1933-1937 ïwar between 
Communists and Nationalists

ÅCommunists ïMao Tse-tung (Mao Zedong)

ÅNationalists ïChiang Kai-shek

ÅWar halted 1932-1933 and 1937-1945 to fight 
Japanese aggression

ÅCommunists were victorious in 1949

ÅNationalists retreated to Formosa (Taiwan)

ÅEnd of imperialism in China
ïHong Kong returned to China in 1997



Japanese Aggression

ÅJapan was a threat to China ï1894-1941

Å1937 ïJapanese invasion

ïJapanese took control of north and areas 
along the coast

ïRape of Nanking

ïChinese Communists and Nationalists
ÅIntermittently were at peace as they united to fight 

against the Japanese

ÅGuerrilla and scorched earth tactics

ÅReceived American aid against the Japanese



World War II

ÅU.S. interest in China increased after 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941

ÅCairo Conference (1943)

ïChiang Kai-shek met with Allied leaders

ïDiscussed war in eastern Asia

ÅWesterners gave up imperialist rights in 
China

ÅU.S. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 repealed 
in 1943



Communists in Control ð1949

ÅCommunists and Nationalists resumed civil 
war following World War II

ÅChiang Kai-shekôs Nationalist government 
wasted foreign economic aid

ÅMany Kuomintang deserted to Communists

ÅManchuria ïtaken over by Communists in 
1948

ÅDecember, 1949  -- Communists in control

ÅChiang Kai-shek and Nationalists retreated to 
Formosa (Taiwan)



Geographical Changes

ÅCommunist 

China gained 

control over:

ïChinese

ïTurkestan 

(Xinjiang)

ïInner 

Mongolia

ïManchuria

ïTibet

PRC = Peopleôs Republic of China (Communists)  /  ROC = Republic of China (Nationalists) 



Political Changes under Mao

ÅCommunist government 

on mainland China

ÅMao Tse-tung (Mao 

Zedong)

ïChairman Mao ï

chairman of the 

Communist party and 

leader of China ï1943-

1976

Mao Zedong



Economic Changes under Mao
ÅFirst Five-Year Plan (1953-1957)

ïAdvances in agriculture and coal, electricity, iron, 
and steel production

ÅSecond Five-Year Plan (1958-1962)

ïñGreat Leap Forwardò

ïChina became a leading industrial country

ïPeasants organized into communes 

ïWidespread catastrophe ïfamine ïat least 
14,000,000 deaths

Propaganda Poster for the Great Leap Forward




