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On some nights this is a very simple thing to do, for when the moon is full it is due
south at exactly 12 o’clock midnight, as shown in the image above.

Every night before the moon is full you will find it due south 55 minutes earlier, so that
you must subtract 55 minutes from 12 o’clock for each day; that is, one day before a full
moon it is due south at 11:05 P.M.; two days before a full moon it is due south at 10:10
P.M.; three days before a full moon it is due south at 9:15 P.M., and so on.

After the moon is full it will be due south 55 minutes later every night and then you
must add 55 minutes to 12 o’clock; that is, one day after a full moon it is due south at
12:55 A.M.; two days after a full moon it is due south at 1:50 A.M.; three days after a
full moon it is due south at 2:45 A.M., and so on.

The moon’s day is 27% of our days long.

The moon’s year is 27% of our days long.

The moon’s diameter is approximately 2,160 miles (3,475 kilometers

The distance from the moon to the earth is 238,855 miles (384,400 kilometers).

The instructional
observer’s role is to
keep note of the actual
time, while keeping the
student away from
clocks. We recommend
setting random alarms
onyour cellular
telephone (for example,
9:15P.M., 10:00 P.M.,
10:45P.M., etc.).
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