
 ©
 S

tu
d

e
n

t 
H

a
n

d
o

u
ts

, 
In

c
. 

 w
w

w
.s

tu
d

e
n

th
a

n
d

o
u

ts
.c

o
m

 

Name: __________________________________________ Date: ______________________ Class: _______ 

Decipher the Code: EARLY CHINESE CIVILIZATION Answer Key 

Use the following code to uncover the coded terms in the sentences below. 
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1 18-9-22-5-18, also known as the Chang Jiang, flows into theThe 25-1-14-7-20-26-5 
East China Sea. 
YANGTZE RIVER 

2 The 8-21-1-14-7  8-5 is also called the Yellow River because of the color of its silt. 

HUANG HE 

3 Chinese tradition holds that China’s first dynasty, the 24-9-1, was led by a man called Yu. 

XIA 

4 The ancient Chinese referred to their nation as the 13-9-4-4-12-5  11-9-14-7-4-15-13. 

MIDDLE KINGDOM 

5 The Chinese believed in respecting and honoring one’s 1-14-3-5-19-20-15-18-19. 

ANCESTORS 

6 Priests used 15-18-1-3-12-5  2-15-14-5-19 to ask the gods questions. 

ORACLE BONES 

7 The 19-8-1-14-7 dynasty (1700-1027 BCE) was the first Chinese dynasty to leave written 
records. 
SHANG 

8 The 26-8-15-21 dynasty came to power in China in 1027 BCE. 

ZHOU 

9 The 13-1-14-4-1-20-5  15-6  8-5-1-22-5-14 is the belief that the right to rule comes from 
heaven, and that unfortunate events can be a sign that the gods are displeased with a 
ruler. 
MANDATE OF HEAVEN 

10 The 4-25-14-1-19-20-9-3  3-25-3-12-5 is the pattern of dynasties coming to power, falling 
into decline, and eventually being replaced. 
DYNASTIC CYCLE 


