The Boston Boys

All this time, the British colonies
in North America were growing larger.
Every year, hundreds of people came
over from England, and there were
many large towns up and down the
Atlantic coast.

But into all this peace and
success came a war. This war, fought
between 1754 and 1763, was called
the Seven Years’ War. Part of this war
was fought in North America, where it
was called the French and Indian War.
England had a great debt from this
expensive war, and thought the
colonies should help to pay it, because
part of the war was fought to protect
the American colonies.

French and Indian War

The colonies were willing to help
if England would do certain things for
them that they thought England ought
to do. But England was not willing to
do these things. Then, a new war came,
this war between the mother country
and the colonies—the Revolutionary
War, or American Revolution, as it was

Colonial Flag of 1776

called. Americans fought this war to
gain independence from Great Britain.
The American colonies swore to
gain their freedom in the Declaration
of Independence, which they signed on
July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. This was done at a
meeting of the Continental Congress.

American Revolution
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This is the house of John Hancock, which
faced Boston Common. John Hancock

was the first person to sign the
Declaration of Independence.
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Here is the

Declaration  of
Independence. Can you find and circle
John Hancock’s large signature?

"Our soldiers will need warm
stockings and blankets and woolen
clothing," said the colonial women. So
they set to work to spin yarn and
weave cloth for the soldiers. The boys
and girls did their share. When the
British soldiers came, the American
people were ready for them.

The English soldiers first made
their camp upon the common in the
town of Boston, better known as
Boston Common.

Boston Common
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1. What war was fought in North

America between 1754 and
1763?

a. American Revolution

b. Civil War

c. French and Indian War

d. World War I

2. When was the Declaration of
Independence signed?

"This is a good place for us," they
said. "We will make the Boston people
bring us food. And then, too, from this
common we can keep good watch on
the harbor."

Roston harbor

On the common there was a fine
pond, and here, the Boston boys liked
to skate and slide.

"We mustn't fail in spelling
tomorrow, boys," said one boy as he
ran off down the street. The boys
laughed, for they well knew that if they
didn't learn their lesson, there would
be no skating for them.

The next morning was cold and
clear. "Good weather for the ice,"
thought every boy as he crept out of
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bed. As soon as school was over, away
the boys hurried to the pond.

But alas for their plans for a
good hour's skating! The ice had been
broken everywhere; and it had frozen
again with a rough and uneven surface.

"Those British redcoats have
done this," cried the boys.

British redcoats

Certainly, the English soldiers
would have been terrified if they had
heard the threats those Boston boys
made. But there were no redcoats in
sight, and the disappointed boys went
home.

disappointed

A few days later the ice thawed.
There came a heavy rain, followed by a
week of frost.

"Now we shall have skating," the
boys said. And again they watched the
ice.

The redcoats, too, watched the
ice, and they watched the boys as well.
One night, they went again to the pond
and broke the ice with their heavy
boot heels.
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"We have nothing else to do,"
they said. "And it is fun to see the little
Yankees angry."

Yankees

On the next afternoon came the
boys with their skates, and again they
found the ice broken. Then one of the
boys spoke out.

"They have no right to break our
ice," he cried. "Let us go to General
Gage, and tell him what his men have
done."

General Gage

Away the boys ran, straight up to
the door of the great British general's
house.

"Why do you come here?" asked
the general's servant.

"We came to see General Gage."

"General Gage has no time to talk
with boys," answered the guard.

"But we must see him," the boys
insisted.

"What is it, my lads?" said the
general, who just then came to the
door.
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"We have come," said the leader
of the Boston boys. "To complain of
your soldiers."

"What have my soldiers done to
you?" asked General Gage.

"They do everything they can to
plague us," said the boy. "They knock
down our snow forts, and now they are
breaking up the ice on our pond. We
think it is mean—it is mean—for
soldiers to do things like this."”

The boy's cheeks were red and
his eyes snapped. His small fists were
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clenched, and very likely his voice was
rather shrill and high.

The guard laughed. General Gage
himself smiled a little.

"You are plucky boys," he said.
"You would make good soldiers. If my
soldiers trouble you again, let me
know at once."

Then the boys thanked the
general, and went back to their
playground.

"Even the children breathe in
liberty in this land," said General Gage,
after the boys were gone.

liberty

After a time, this war came to an
end. The English soldiers went back to
England, and the colonies were free.

"Now," said the thirteen
colonies. "We do not belong to England
any more. We are the American
people. We will call our country the
United States. And we must have a
president. Who shall it be?"

"George Washington," the people
cried. "For he led our troops on to
victory."

George Washington
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And indeed, it was George
Washington who led the troops on to
victory. He deserved the honor of
being president.

The capital city of America at
this time was New York. So to this city
George Washington went to be made
the first president of the United States.
The ceremony of officially making
someone the president is called an
inauguration.

inauguration

3. To whom did the Boston boys
complain about the British
soldiers breaking the ice?

4. Who became the first president
of the United States?
a. Benjamin Franklin
b. General Gage
c. George Washington
d. John Adams

There were no railroads yet at
this time, so he traveled in his own
coach, drawn by six beautiful white
horses. There was a coachman in a
uniform. The coach was lined with
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velvet, and there were flowers of gold
on the outside.

The people were very proud of
their new president. As he drove
across the country, they came out from
the towns to meet him. "Hurrah!
Hurrah! Hurrah!" they shouted as the
coach drew near. In some towns, the
people scattered flowers along the
road.

Often, Washington stood up in
his coach and thanked the people for
the honor they had given him. Then
the people cheered louder than ever,
"Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah for
the president!”
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The inauguration of
Washington as the first president.

In New York City, a great ball
was given in George Washington’s
honor. How fine Washington must
have looked! He was dressed in velvet
and satin, for that was the fashion of
those early times. His knee breeches
were of black velvet, and fastened at
the knee with very handsome buckles.
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His stockings were of white silk; and
he had silver buckles upon the shoes.
His waistcoat was of embroidered
satin, and over this he wore a rich coat
of velvet. He wore also a white wig,

with a long tail hanging down behind;
for this was the way gentlemen wore
their hair in Washington's time.

It was a great day for New York.
It was a great day for the United States.
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Atlantic Ocean

5. Circle Boston, Massachusetts, on the map above.

6. Circle New York, New York, on the map above.

7. Bostonis ____ of New York City.
a. northeast
b. northwest
c. southeast
d. southwest
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8. New York Cityis____ of Boston.
a. northeast
b. northwest
c. southeast
d. southwest
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Word Search Puzzle

Directions: Find each term in the word search puzzle below.

FRENCHANDINDTIANWARAJ
SETATSDETINUSGEMEKRODO
YYETNHMHRQIJEDGORVEFNH
BONHEGSIMLGREZAUSWON
ECNEDNEPEDNIKXGPXUMH
INAUGURATIONNXLOQXNMA
SREIDLOSRQFXAUAQFCON
LIBERTYVWWOPYQRRATCLC
SXBRWZSNLGEMOXEVFNJINDO
FSSERGNOCLATNENTITNOLC
THIRTEENCOLONTIES SUJZTHK
NEWYORKCITYLYRGWOQBSN
BCNOTGNIHSAWEGROEGOR
NOITULOVERNACIREMABU
YNJHBRITISHREDC COATSG
American Revolution independence
Boston Common John Hancock
British redcoats liberty

Continental Congress New York City
French and Indian War soldiers

General Gage Thirteen Colonies
George Washington United States
inauguration Yankees

Click here for the answer key and other titles in this free series: http://bit.ly/1hL0r80
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