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20.1  Spain Builds an American Empire (pp. 553-560) 
 

Section Outline:  Complete the section outline as you read.  Remember that an outline contains 

the most important facts from a reading, and is not usually written in complete sentences.  An 

outline can be a way of creating organized notes.   

 

o The Voyages of Columbus 

o First Encounters 

o Other Explorers Take to the Seas 

o Spanish Conquests in Mexico 

o Cortes Conquers the Aztecs 

o Spanish Conquests in Peru 

o Pizarro Subdues the Inca 

o Spain’s Pattern of Conquest 

o The Portuguese in Brazil 

o Spain’s Influence Expands 

o Conquistadors Push North 

o Opposition to Spanish Rule 

o African Slavery and Native Resistance 
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