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2.5 The Living Constitution pp. 82-109 
 

 

OUTLINING YOUR NOTES: Using outline formatting, take notes as you read the text. 

 

 

 Purposes of the Constitution 

1) Establish Legitimacy 

2) Create Appropriate Structures 

3) Describe and Distribute Power 

4) Limit Government Powers 

5) Allow for Change 

 The Constitution 

1) Article 1. The Legislature 

1) Section 1. Congress 

2) Section 2. The House of Representatives 

(1) Elections 

(2) Qualifications 

(3) Number of Representatives 

(4) Vacancies 
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(5) Officers and Impeachment 

3) Section 3. The Senate 

(1) Numbers 

(2) Classifying Terms 

(3) Qualifications 

(4) Role of Vice-President 

(5) Officers 

(6) Impeachment Trials 

(7) Punishment for Impeachment 

4) Section 4. Congressional Elections 

(1) Regulations  

(2) Sessions 

5) Section 5. Rules and Procedures 

(1) Quorum 

(2) Rules and Conduct 

(3) Congressional Records 

(4) Adjournment 
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6) Section 6. Payment and Privileges 

(1) Salary 

(2) Restrictions 

7) Section 7. How a Bill Becomes a Law 

(1) Tax Bills 

(2) Lawmaking Process 

(3) Role of the President 

8) Section 8. Powers Granted to Congress 

(1) Taxation 

(2) Credit 

(3) Commerce 

(4) Naturalization, Bankruptcy 

(5) Money 

(6) Counterfeiting 

(7) Post Office 

(8) Patents, Copyrights 

(9) Federal Courts 
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(10) International Law 

(11) War 

(12) Army 

(13) Navy 

(14) Regulation of Armed Forces 

(15) Militia 

(16) Regulations for Militia 

(17) District of Columbia 

(18) Elastic Clause 

9) Section 9. Powers Denied Congress 

(1) Slave Trade 

(2) Habeas Corpus 

(3) Illegal Punishment 

(4) Direct Taxes 

(5) Export Taxes 

(6) No Favorites 

(7) Public Money 
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(8) Titles of Nobility 

10) Section 10. Powers Denied the States 

(1) Restrictions 

(2) Import and Export Taxes 

(3) Peacetime and War Restraints 

2) Article 2. The Executive 

1) Section 1. The Presidency 

(1) Terms of Office 

(2) Electoral College 

(3) Former Method of Electing President 

(4) Election Day 

(5) Qualifications 

(6) Succession 

(7) Salary 

(8) Oath of Office 

2) Section 2. Powers of the President 

(1) Military Powers 
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(2) Treaties, Appointments 

(3) Vacancies 

3) Section 3. Presidential Duties 

4) Section 4. Impeachment 

3) Article 3. The Judiciary 

1) Section 1. Federal Courts and Judges 

2) Section 2. The Courts’ Authority 

(1) General Authority 

(2) Supreme Court 

(3) Trial by Jury 

3) Section 3. Treason 

(1) Definition 

(2) Punishment 

4) Article 4. Relations among States 

(1) Section 1. State Acts and Records 

(2) Section 2. Rights of Citizens 

(1) Citizenship 
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(2) Extradition 

(3) Fugitive Slaves 

(3) Section 3. New States 

(1) Admission 

(2) Congressional Authority 

(4) Section 4. Guarantees to the States 

5) Article 5. Amending the Constitution 

6) Article 6. Supremacy of the National Government 

(1) Section 1. Valid Debts 

(2) Section 2. Supreme Law 

(3) Section 3. Loyalty to Constitution 

7) Article 7. Ratification 

 The Bill of Rights and Amendments 11-27 

1) Amendment 1. Religious and Political Freedom (1791) 

2) Amendment 2. Right to Bear Arms (1791) 

3) Amendment 3. Quartering Troops (1791) 

4) Amendment 4. Search and Seizure (1791) 
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5) Amendment 5. Rights of Accused Persons (1791) 

6) Amendment 6. Right to a Speedy, Public Trial (1791) 

7) Amendment 7. Trial by Jury in Civil Cases (1791) 

8) Amendment 8. Limits of Fines and Punishments (1791) 

9) Amendment 9. Rights of People (1791) 

10) Amendment 10. Powers of States and People (1791) 

11) Amendment 11. Lawsuits against States (1795) 

12) Amendment 12. Election of Executives (1804) 

13) Amendment 13. Slavery Abolished (1865) 

14) Amendment 14. Civil Rights (1868) 

15) Amendment 15. Right to Vote (1870) 

16) Amendment 16. Income Tax (1913) 

17) Amendment 17. Direct Election of Senators (1913) 

18) Amendment 18. Prohibition (1919) 

19) Amendment 19. Woman Suffrage (1920) 

20) Amendment 20. “Lame Duck” Sessions (1933) 

21) Amendment 21. Repeal of Prohibition (1933) 
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22) Amendment 22. Limit on Presidential Terms (1951) 

23) Amendment 23. Voting in District of Columbia (1961) 

24) Amendment 24. Abolition of Poll Taxes (1964) 

25) Amendment 25. Presidential Disability, Succession (1967) 

26) Amendment 26. 18-Year-Old Vote (1971) 

27) Amendment 27. Congressional Pay (1992) 


