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Name: __________________________________________ Date: ______________________ Class: _______ 

 

Examining Primary Sources: The Ten Commandments 
 

 

This passage from Exodus mentions 
other gods which the ancient 
Hebrews may have “bow(ed) down 
before.”  Based on your knowledge 
of the cultures which coexisted 
alongside the ancient Hebrews at 
this time, to what gods might this 
passage be referring? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of these ten commandments, which 
is given the most thorough and 
lengthy explanation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of these ten commandments, which 
have found their way into modern 
laws? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Then God delivered all these commandments: 

2 "I, the LORD, am your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, that place of slavery. 

3 You shall not have other gods besides me. 

4 You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape 

of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the 

waters beneath the earth; 

5 you shall not bow down before them or worship 

them. For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting 

punishment for their fathers' wickedness on the children of 

those who hate me, down to the third and fourth 

generation; 

6 but bestowing mercy down to the thousandth 

generation, on the children of those who love me and keep 

my commandments. 

7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, 

in vain. For the LORD will not leave unpunished him who 

takes his name in vain. 

8 "Remember to keep holy the sabbath day. 

9 Six days you may labor and do all your work, 

10 but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD, your 

God. No work may be done then either by you, or your son 

or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your beast, or 

by the alien who lives with you. 

11 In six days the LORD made the heavens and the 

earth, the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day 

he rested. That is why the LORD has blessed the sabbath day 

and made it holy. 

12 "Honor your father and your mother, that you may 

have a long life in the land which the LORD, your God, is 

giving you. 

13 "You shall not kill. 

14 "You shall not commit adultery. 

15 "You shall not steal. 

16 "You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall 

not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male or female slave, 

nor his ox or ass, nor anything else that belongs to him." 

 

The Old Testament, Exodus 20:1-17 


