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Thomas Jefferson’s Famous Quotes 

 

Handwriting Workbook #1 – Print Edition 
 

 

 

Directions: 

 

1. Read each quotation aloud. 

 

2. Trace each quotation. 

 

3. Copy each quotation. 

 

. 

Did you know… 

 

 Thomas Jefferson was the 

principal author of the 

Declaration of Independence. 

 Thomas Jefferson served as the 

first Secretary of State, under 

President George Washington. 

 Thomas Jefferson served as the 

third president of the United 

States (1801-1809). 

 Thomas Jefferson is considered to 

be one of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment. 
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The will of the people is the only 
legitimate foundation of any 
government, and to protect its 
free expression should be our first 
object. 
The will of the people is the only 
legitimate foundation of any 
government, and to protect its free 
expression should be our first 
object. 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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We hold these truths to be self-
evident: that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 
 
We hold these truths to be self-
evident: that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 
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We hold these truths to be self-
evident: that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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All tyranny needs to gain a 
foothold is for people of good 
conscience to remain silent. 
 
All tyranny needs to gain a foothold 
is for people of good conscience 
to remain silent. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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I abhor war and view it as the 
greatest scourge of mankind. 
 
I abhor war and view it as the 
greatest scourge of mankind. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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I believe that banking institutions 
are more dangerous to our 
liberties than standing armies. 
 
I believe that banking institutions 
are more dangerous to our liberties 
than standing armies. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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An injured friend is the bitterest 
of foes. 
 
An injured friend is the bitterest of 
foes. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 

Student Handouts (Order #3781446)



 

Visit www.STUDENTHANDOUTS.com for free interactive test-prep games…no log-in required! 
 

P
ag

e1
0

 

Where the press is free and every 
man able to read, all is safe. 
 
Where the press is free and every 
man able to read, all is safe. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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It is incumbent on every 
generation to pay its own debts as 
it goes.  A principle which if acted 
on would save one-half the wars 
of the world. 
It is incumbent on every generation 
to pay its own debts as it goes.  A 
principle which if acted on would 
save one-half the wars of the 
world. 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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Honesty is the first chapter in the 
book of wisdom. 
 
Honesty is the first chapter in the 
book of wisdom. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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When the people fear the 
government, there is tyranny.  
When the government fears the 
people, there is liberty. 
 
When the people fear the 
government, there is tyranny.  
When the government fears the 
people, there is liberty. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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Be polite to all, but intimate with 
few. 
 
Be polite to all, but intimate with 
few. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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When angry count to ten before 
you speak.  If very angry, count to 
one hundred. 
 
When angry count to ten before 
you speak.  If very angry, count to 
one hundred. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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He who knows nothing is closer to 
the truth than he whose mind is 
filled with falsehoods and errors. 
 
He who knows nothing is closer to 
the truth than he whose mind is 
filled with falsehoods and errors. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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I believe that every human mind 
feels pleasure in doing good to 
another. 
 
I believe that every human mind 
feels pleasure in doing good to 
another. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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Nothing gives one person so much 
advantage over another as to 
remain always cool and unruffled 
under all circumstances. 
 
Nothing gives one person so much 
advantage over another as to 
remain always cool and unruffled 
under all circumstances. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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The spirit of resistance to 
government is so valuable on 
certain occasions that I wish it to 
be always kept alive. 
 
The spirit of resistance to 
government is so valuable on 
certain occasions that I wish it to 
be always kept alive. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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When a man assumes a public 
trust he should consider himself a 
public property. 
 
When a man assumes a public trust 
he should consider himself a public 
property. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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It is always better to have no 
ideas than false ones; to believe 
nothing, than to believe what is 
wrong. 
 
It is always better to have no ideas 
than false ones; to believe nothing, 
than to believe what is wrong. 
 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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