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The Colonial Period in American History

The Colonial Period in American History spanned several centuries and was marked by the establishment 
of European colonies in North America. It is typically divided into three main regions: New England, the 
Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies. 
 
I. Early European Exploration and Settlement 

a. Late 15th Century-Early 16th Century 
i. European exploration led by Christopher Columbus 

ii. Arrival of Spanish explorers in the Caribbean and South America 
b. Late 16th Century - Early 17th Century 

i. English efforts to establish colonies, including the failed Roanoke Colony 
ii. Establishment of the Spanish colony of St. Augustine in Florida 

II. Establishment of the English Colonies 
a. Early 17th Century 

i. Jamestown, Virginia, founded in 1607 by the Virginia Company 
ii. Plymouth Colony founded by the Pilgrims in 1620 

iii. Massachusetts Bay Colony founded by the Puritans in 1630 
b. Mid-17th  Century 

i. Expansion of English settlements into New England, the Middle Colonies, and the 
Southern Colonies 

ii. Development of self-governing institutions, including the Mayflower Compact and the 
House of Burgesses 

III. Relations with Native Americans 
a. Interactions and Conflicts 

i. Initial cooperation and trade between colonists and Native American tribes 
ii. Conflicts, including the Pequot War and King Philip's War in New England 

iii. Impact of diseases on Native American populations 
b. Treaties and Alliances 

i. The Treaty of Hartford (1638) and the Treaty of Albany (1684) in New England 
ii. The Covenant Chain alliance in the Middle Colonies 

iii. The Pueblo Revolt in New Mexico and its temporary expulsion of Spanish colonists 
IV. Economic Development and Labor Systems 

a. Agriculture and Cash Crops 
i. Tobacco cultivation in Virginia and Maryland 

ii. Rice and indigo cultivation in South Carolina and Georgia 
iii. Wheat and grain farming in the Middle Colonies 
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b. Indentured Servitude and Slavery 
i. The use of indentured servants in the early years of colonization 

ii. The growth of the transatlantic slave trade and the emergence of chattel slavery in the 
Southern Colonies 

V. Religion and Culture 
a. Religious Diversity 

i. The Puritan influence in New England 
ii. The Quaker presence in Pennsylvania 

iii. The Anglican Church in the Southern Colonies 
b. Education and Literature 

i. The founding of Harvard College in 1636 
ii. The publication of the Bay Psalm Book (1640) and other early American literature 

VI. Colonial Wars and Conflicts 
a. King Philip's War (1675-1678) 

i. A conflict between New England colonists and Native American tribes 
ii. Destruction of Native American power in New England 

b. King William's War (1689-1697) and Queen Anne's War (1702-1713) 
i. Conflicts between European powers that spilled over into North America 

VII. Transition to the 18th Century 
a. Growing Colonial Economies 

i. Expansion of trade and commerce 
ii. The emergence of colonial cities and urbanization 

b. Political Developments 
i. The establishment of colonial assemblies and self-governing institutions 

ii. The development of a distinctive American identity and culture 
 
The Colonial Period in American History laid the groundwork for the eventual push for independence 
and the formation of the United States. It was a period of diverse cultures, economic development, and 
complex relationships between European settlers and Native American populations. 


