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Outline of the Thornton Affair 
 
 
I. Background and Context: 

a. Mexican-American War:  
 
 
 
 
 

b. Location:  
 
 
 
 
 

II. U.S. Leadership: 
a. Commanders:  

 
 
 
 
 

III. Events of the Thornton Affair: 
a. Mexican Opposition:  

 
 
 
 
 

b. Mexican Attack:  
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Skirmish and Consequences: 
a. Skirmish:  
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b. Thornton's Capture:  
 
 
 
 
 

V. Significance: 
a. Escalation of Tensions:  

 
 
 
 
 

b. Political Impact:  
 
 
 
 
 

c. Preceding Conflict:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI. Impact on the Mexican-American War: 
a. Prelude to War:  


